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of Hassan, and has a temple 800 years old in the same style.
Sravanabelgula lies twenty-seven miles east of Hassan. Tradition-
ally, Chandragupta the Mauryan retired here after his abdication
in 297 B.C., and was visited by his grandson Asoka. It was a Jain
centre, remarkable for a colossal statue and clusters of Jain temples.

From Madras the ancient temples of Conjeeveram (Kanchl) are
easily visited by direct trains via Chingleput, thirty-nine miles to the
south. The Seven Pagodas at Mamallapuram are nineteen miles east
of Chingleput, but the Buckingham Canal must be crossed by ferry.
From Tindivanam, seventy-six miles by rail and eighty-one miles
by road, south of Madras, the battlefield of Wandiwash and the fort
of Gingee (eighteen miles west) are accessible by road. There is a
road-causeway over the Palar River, fifty-four miles from Madras,
so that the weather must be watched during the north-east monsoon
in the winter, when cyclones may develop.

Southern India contains many great temples in the Dravidian
style of architecture, but they lie at considerable distances apart,
along the South Indian Railway. From Trichinopoly as a centre,
with Srirangam close at hand, Madura is ninety-five miles to the
south, by road or rail, Tanjore is thirty-one miles to the east, by rail,
and Kumbakonam is twenty-four miles north-east of Tanjore, also
by rail Rameswaram is far to the south and is best visited on the
way to Ceylon, for it lies near the railway ferry.

The great State of H.E.H. the Nizam of Hyderabad covers an
area in which the Andhras, the Chalukyas and the Rashtrakutas
held sway for more than 1,500 years before the Muslim conquest
of Muhammad Tughlaq and the rise of the Bahmani kingdom in
the Deccan. In this area, indeed, traces have been found of pre-
historic people, who lived more than 3,000 years B.C,, at Maski, via
Lingsugur, fifty-six miles by road, west of Raichur, on the north-
west line from Madras, and then seventeen miles south. Very